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Teaching Strategy of the Week:  “Elevator Speech & Proximity Partners” 

 

Elevator Speech 
Purpose: Summarize a topic 
An Elevator Talk asks students to summarize a concept or 
topic into a 30 second (maybe a minute) talk. Basically, if 
someone got on an elevator with you and asked what an 
equation is, for example, you have until the elevator gets 
to your floor to explain it. This can be done with Proximity 
Partners or where the whole team presents to the class. 

● Each person/team is given a topic. 
● They summarize the topic into a quick 

presentation. 

Proximity Partners 
Purpose: Pairs share information 
Using Proximity Partners allow the students to get up and 
move around. It is very important for students to move 
during a lesson so that their brains can grow. They are to 
find a partner other than someone on their team. This can 
help to clarify their thinking. Make sure to have them thank 
their partner when they have finished, before they return to 
their team.  

● Students stand up and move to find a partner.  
● They share information with their partner.  
● They return to their team. 

[CPM STTS 2015] 
 

Professional Reading of the Week:  Math Modeling 

Check out the article “Mathematical Modeling:  Are Prior Experiences Important?” from the 

NCTM publication Mathematics Teacher (Vol.110, No.9, May 2017).  This article “offer[s] four 

suggestions related to actions that teachers can take to engage students, respond to different 

answers, and build on prior experiences in an effort to support their students in mathematical 

modeling.”: 

● Value students’ interpretations of the problem 

● Scaffold student thinking by asking questions 

● Invite students to share and explain  

● Choose modeling problems that do not constrain students’ mathematics. 

 

Digital Tool of the Week: Math is _____. 

 

Check out this video from the Global Math Project where individuals were asked to complete the blank in the following 

statement: “To some,  mathematics is not what you might think.  Math is ________.”  What would your students say? 

Ask!  Also, check out information on Global Math Week, October 10th - 17th, 2017.  For details and registration 

information CLICK HERE!  
 
[Global Math Project] 

If you have any problems accessing anything, or would like additional information, please email boggsda@u4sd.org. 
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